
 

 

Mount Newton Neighborhood 
Association (MNNA)  
c/o 906 Mount Newton Crossroad, 
Saanichton V8M 1S2  

 
January 1, 2009 

 
 
 
Mayor and Council         
District of Central Saanich  
1903 Mount Newton Cross Road  
Saanichton, BC V8M 2A9  
 
 
Dear Mayor Mar and Members of Council,  
 
We, the Undersigned members of the Mount Newton Neighbourhood Association (MNNA) 
do not accept the validity of the waterline petition, Certified by the District on April 1st, 2008.  
 
The MNNA notes the long and complex history of the pipeline debate, many disagreements 
about its necessity and its merits, and the existence of alternative solutions that have not yet 
been considered. The MNNA would like to see the acrimonious nature of this issue resolved 
through a fair and equitable process that reflects best practices available. 
 
Given that the new Council would also benefit from a thorough unbiased review of this 
contentious project, the MNNA proposes that Council bring in an independent third party 
expert mediator from a certified independent mediation agency to review the project in its 
entirety, as earlier recommended by the Minister for Sustainability, who offered to fund this 
service1. MNNA requests that archaeological monitoring and First Nations Interests be 
included in any project review.  
 
This review would be in advance of any new petition, would benefit all residents in the 
proposed Local Service Area (LSA), would facilitate open and informed discussion on the 
issue for those involved, and would allow Council to focus on larger issues of interest to the 
District as a whole. Ensuring a cost-effective economically-equitable solution is particularly 
necessary during this time of global economic uncertainty, when people’s ability to pay 
increased taxes is compromised, and when the currently proposed taxation imposes the 
greatest proportionate taxation increase on the lowest assessed value properties, with the 
added uncertainty of open-ended cost-over-runs and therefore unknown taxation increases. 
 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.senanus.net/d0k5/2005-05-Let-GAbbottMinSustRes-2-CSCouncil-MEDIATOR.pdf 






