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The Honorable Jean Chretien JUN 2 3 2000
Prime Minister of Canada The

111 Wellington St Corporation of the
Ottawa, Ontario of Central Saanich
KI1A 0A6 June 22, 2000 —
Dear Prime Minister, RE: WATER and LIFE

On June 5, 2000 when speaking with Canada’s Municipal leaders you said:
“First, we work for the same people. Your constituents are also my constituents. Second, our most
fundamental duty is that of enhancing the quality of life of the people we are privileged to serve.”

On that same occasion, you also commented;
“In response to your input, our first pricrity for the new program will be Green Municipal Infrastructure.
We must preserve and protect the quality of our water and our air. Mothing is more fundamental. *

You made many other statements with which our community whole-heartedly agrees. We also have a
specific problem for which we ask your help in solving. We ask you to assist our community to obtain a
consistent long-term supply of good water, without which our community cannot attain the quality of life
consistent with life in a healthy prosperous Nation. We also need to remove the daily risk that usage of our
current water entails.

Please advise us of how we will be able to participate in the Infrastructure Program, or other suitable
alternatives.

Sadly, it took the water-related deaths in Walkerton to bring the urgency associated with water problems o
the fore. Our own situation has many parallels with Walkerton, too many to allow any relaxation in our
efforts to seek a permanent problem resolution.

Apart from the fact that many residents do not have enough water to even regularly flush their todets, we fit
the following picture:

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY.

GROUNDWATER IS SUPPLIED THROUGH INDIVIDUAL WELLS.

THERE ARE NUMEROUS, UNCAPPED WELLS TAPPED INTO THE ACQUIFER.

WATER TESTING IS RANDOM AND ARBITARY, AND DRIVEN BY AN INDIVIDUAL

HOME OWNERS SENSE OF TASTE AND SMELL. TN THIS RESPECT, PROBLEMS WITH

THE ACQUIFER ITSELF ARE LIKELY TO BE RECOGNISED MORE SLOWLY THAT

THEY WERE AT WALKERTON,

3 B.C. HAS NO GROUNDWATER PROTECTION OR CONTROL REGULATIONS.

b. THE ACQUIFER IS A “RAPID CHARGE" ACQUIFER THAT RESPONDS DANGEROUSLY
RAPIDLY TO RAINFALL.

7. LIKE WALKERTON, OUR COMMUNITY HAS REQUESTED ASSISTANCE THROUGH

GRANT FROGRAMS, TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS. UNLIKE WALKERTON, TODATE,

OUR UNCARING, "HEAD IN THE SAND", MUNICIFAL COUNCIL HAS CHOSEN NOT

TO GIVE PRIORITY TO THE RESOLUTION OF WATER RELATED PROBLEMS,

IGMNORING THE ADVICE OF THE COMMUNITY, THE MUNICIPAL CHIEF ENGINEER

AND THE PROFESSIONAL STAFF OF THE CAPITAL HEALTH REGION. THUS, NOT A

PENNY HAS BEEN SPENT ON FIXING THE PROBLEMS, EVEN THOUGH THE

RESIDENTS HAVE CLEARLY EXPRESSED THEIR NEEDS FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS.

A FORMAL PETITION WAS RECENTLY DELIVERED TO THE MUNICIPALITY AND

DECLARED SUFFICIENT. STILL A MAJORITY OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL CHOSES TO

BE MOVED BY DEATHS RATHER THAN SCIENCE AND COMMON SENSE.

L



Some of the statements made in a Report delivered to the Municipality on March 3, 1999 by the Capital
Health Region, Chief Environmental Officer, are;

“... the groundwater in the Senanus Drive area should not be considered potable, is not palatable and
should not be used for drinking water.”

* The residents of the area should be advised not to continue 1o consume that water or to use the water for
cooking or beverage preparation without treatment.”

“_.. the residents of the area should be advised to seck other alternatives as their source of domestic drinking
waler."

“ The ultimate solution to the drinking water quality problems in the Senanus Drive area is to allow the
extension of the Municipal water service.”

Residents eannot even boil or chlorinate (oxidize) their water, usually the first instruction to
residents when there is trouble with water, as advised by the Capital Health Region in their report:

* Viewing that the Senanus Road waler has high levels of chromium it automatically eliminates the
possibility of using chlorination as a primary method of water disinfection.”

Yet the solution, recommended by the Municipal Engineer, is a straightforward extension of an existing
walcrmain, The main issue is that of an approximate cost of $1 million, 1o be shared by about 60 property
owners, Hence, the requirement to ask for a grant as many of the property owners are pensioners or
otherwise restricted in their ability to personally fund 100% of such a project.

We have no wish to be Walkerton I1. The residents have worked hard to avoid such a scenario. Advice
und contacts for the rapid resolution of our water problem and the important, critical fundamental need that
this represents to our community would be much appreciated,

Yours sincerely,

Frank Towler
President CSWVA

¢. Honorable David Anderson, Federal Minister of the Environment

¢. Honorable Jenny Kwan, Provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs

¢. Honorable, Provincial Minister of Health

c. Dr. Richard Stanwick, Regional Medical Health Officer, Capital Health region
¢. Central Saanich Mayor and Council

¢. Editor, Times Colonist

¢. Editor, Peninsula Review




