October 19, 1999

The Mayor and Council,
Municipalily of Central Saanich,
Mt. Newton CrossRoad,
Suanichton

RE: Further Action on Waltcer Advisory Task Force Reporl
Dear Mayor and Council,

As you know, the Water Advisory Task Force submitted its final report to (he Council several months ago.
Action on the recommendations of that report was delayed pending the holding of an Open House. That
has now been held, and further information on that is being presented to you.

As Chair of (he Task Force, 1 request thai the Council now take a decision 1o proceed with the
implementation of the recornmendations in our Final Report.

These recommendations are designed (o resolve the Senanus issuc in a rational, systematic manner. In our
Intcrim Report, we suggcested the need for fnther information on the health of the aquifer, given that the
only information that was availablc was random, ofien anccdotal, and related fo individual systems rather
than to an assessment of the underlying source of walcr, As a result of (he studies subscquently
undertaken by Mr. Locwen, we have Icarned (hat the aquifer is hcalthy. 'This slate of knowledge that is
quite al odds with the information that had been presented fo Council in previous years. The conclusions of
this independent report necessarily shifted the pursuit of solutions to a more syslematic asscssment of
individual sysiems,

In our Final Report, our primary recommendation was (hat the municipality should inform all Senanus
W‘MMM. and 1he willingness of the municipality to
oiTer technical assistance in this task. After the Open House, our knowledge of the state of individual
systems remains very uncven and anecdotal. The municipality is, for cxample, not fully informed of what
remedial measurcs may have been taken by houscholders, and whether these have been done with
professional advice, Information from the residents’ survey last year suggests (hat the pursuil of remnedies
regarding both water quality and quantity issucs has been most uncven (although in some cascy salisfaclory
individual solutions have been found).

LInsuring proper asscssments is now nccessary, with the municipality informed of the results. ‘e Task
Force docs not suggest (hal the municipalily need contribute financially; it could simply facilitate the
process by informing residents of {he benefits of this avenue, and by providing a list of compclent,
independcnt experls. Completing the next step would then be up to the residents of Scnanus Drive, Once il
is completed, the Council will be in a betier position (o take any subsequenl action that is warranted. It
wonld again be premature to pursue larger, more cos(ly, allernatives at this stage without fuller information

The Task Forcc awails your decision on this matter. 1t would be most pleased 1o assist in the drafling &
leter, and in providing advice on compelent professionals,

Sincerely yours,
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R. Michael M'Gonigle
Chair, Watcr Advisor Task Force



